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Migrant w orke rs s trugg le : hung e r s trik e , prote s t s and more arre s ts

3 0 Oct ob e r 20 0 2 , K ab ir U ddin and Muhamm ad Bidduth , Eq uality T r ade Union - Mig r ant s Br anch

le ade r s w ho hav e b e e n de t aine d in Hw as ong Immig r at ion Pr oce s s ing Ce nt e r for t w o m ont hs

s ince a g ov er nm e nt c r ack dow n on mig r ant w ork er s , init iat e d a hung e r s t r ik e t o p r ot e s t human

rig ht s v iolat ions ins ide t he de t e nt ion ce nt e r .

<S o urc e : Bas e 2 1 >

Their demands are : r elease all migrant worker

prisoner s and stop the abuse of migrant worker s ,

both inside and out side the center .

One day later two more migrant worker s

prisoner s joined the hunger str ike with the same

demands . The two, a man from Nigeria named

Paul, and man from Kazakhstan named Mansurog,

have been in prison for four months . They were ar re sted after being beaten by a mob of drunk

Koreans on the str eet . After calling the police for help, instead of arre sting the perpetr ator s , they

detained the two migrant worker s .

Two mor e migrant worker prisoner s , both Chine se , have also joined the hunger str ike .

Last Saturday , about 15 Korean ETU - MB member s and supporter s tr ied to visit the dir ector of the

Seoul Immigration Office in Mokdong. The director refused to talk with the delegation. He did leave a

me ssage for the gr oup, saying that he is not re sponsible for this situation and- - incident ally - - the

delegate s have to immediately leave the office .

After an argument with immigrant officer s while a security guard pr ot ected the director 's door , at least

50 riot cops marched in. At 1:20 p.m. they violently clear ed the office building and arre sted every

delegate .

The r est of the delegation is still in prison. At this point ETU - MB has yet to r espond. (2002 / 11 /

0 3. Base 2 1)

Le tte r w ritte n by Kabir



T wo day s hav e p ast here . A s y ou already knew, Korean gov ernment took a decision that all

migrant w ork ers are forced to go back to their own countries . But, the Korean gov ernment

don 't know that those who are struggling can 't be prev ented in a world his tory .

Source : Kabir

Comrade s , brother s and friends !

Two days have past her e . As you alr eady knew , Korean

government took a decision that all migrant worker s are

forced to go back to their own countrie s . But , the Korean

government don't know that those who are str uggling can't

be prevented in a world history . If the struggle could be

prevented, then the str uggle couldn't cat ch their victory flag.

No nation could get fr eedom.

Anyway, now they thr eaten us to crack down and deport us

to our countr y. There are 400 ,000 migrant worker s working

in Korea but they have no labor right . Why don't the

government give us labor right? Do they ignore us who came

fr om the poor country? So do they hurt us always? They

don't know that migrant worker s are now one . If they deport many migrant worker s like us , then many

migrant worker s will fight against the government and we can get the great victory . The government

don't know that we have also known their weakne ss . Like a group of robber s , they caught us in the

ear ly morning. What will happen when hundreds of thousand of migr ant worker s like us will demand

their labor right s? Then Kor ean government will not prevent migrant worke s , depending on hundreds of

police s .

Dear friends .

Ye sterday an officer said to us , "you have done wrong, so you have to apologize for your fault ." I

r eplied, "if we have done wrong, then all fighter s have done wrong in the wor ld." So dear comrade s ,

we must struggle altogether strongly. We will get victory because we are one now. All migrant s

worker ar e now conscious . Nowadays some weak - minded people will fear , so you have to encourage

them. There is no other way but doing this . Please don't misunder stand ETU - MB. Remember that we

are now illegal, anyone anytime can be caught like us ! Remember that we can be safe only when we

fight ! Many Korean student s and worker s ar e doing rally in front of Immigr ation Office , and they are

tr ying to prevent the gover nment from depor ting us . Please deeply think that there are many

difference s between us and other migrant worker s who have been caught on crackdown day s and live

in jail with us ! If you misunder stand ETU- MB, and if you keep away from ETU - MB, then you make



the greate st mistake and failur e . If you love us and our struggle , then you must r emain in ETU- MB

and struggle . We must and can get victory. Remember if you want to get something, then you have to

sacrifice something. When you all unite , struggle and organize other migrant worker s very hard, then

we will always be with you. We get a lot of pain because we can't shout any slogan with you, with

same voice . But we will get more pain if you don't struggle . You know that 90 % labor s in the world, if

they have much weakne ss when they demand their r ight s , don't stop their struggle until they get labor

right s .

Dear comrade s . No struggle will be in vain. But your and our struggle s will not be in vain. Someday

we will get victory . And we must get victory . Tu - jeang !

Kabir , Ma - seok chapter chief

fr om Hwa - sung migrant jail

September 4 , 2002



【Ko re a u p d a te (2 )】

K ore an H o s pit al W orke rs P lan D e s perate A ppe al t o th e P ope

s ourc e : K CT U

F ea rs f or the H ea lth and L if e of H ung e r - S t r ik e rs

13 October , 200 2, Korean Health and Medical Worker s Union

pre sident , Ms . Cha Soo - ryun, brought her hunger str ike to an

end after 19 days following strident medical advice of doctor s

that her life would be thr eatened if she continue s with the hunger

str ike , and appeal by the KCTU leader ship. Pr esident Cha, having

ended the hunger str ike , has , however , r efused to be taken to a

hospital, as she was wanted for arr est by police .

* Hosptial Worker s ' Sit - in at the Myongdong Cathedral

* Industrial Dispute at Catholic Hospitals : "r ule of law" or re spect

for worker s ' r ight s (background information)

KHMWU pre sident joined 8 other hospital worker s who had

ended their hunger str ike due to the doctor s ' advice . On October

10 , 8 nur se s , who have been on hunger str ike at the Myongdong

Cathedr al since September 25 were taken to hospital for

emergency treatment .

They were part of the 30 nur se s from three St . Mary 's hospit als

in Korea who have started a hunger str ike in the cour se of the

industrial disput e that began on May 23, 200 2.

KHMWU pre sident Cha's decision to end the str ike was influenced also by the decision of the KCTU to

step up it s effort s to bring the dispute to an acceptable re solution, including the dispatch of an appeal

mission to Vatican.

KCTU Delegation to the Vatican

KCTU will send a delegation, headed by one of it s vice - pre sident s , t o the Vatican to appeal for a

special interce ssion by the Vatican and Pope . This decision is an extension of it s effort s t o per suade

the leader ship of the Catholic Church to intercede in the disput e involving the union of hospital worker s

and the management run by Catholic prie st s . KCTU will appeal to the spirit of re spect for labour and



tr ade union right s Pope John Paul II has outlined in the 198 1 Encyclical "Laborem Exercens "

KCTU has been in contact with it s sister organisations in Italy to seek their support and assistance in

pre senting it s appeal to Pope and the Vatican. KCTU delegat ion will head for Rome/Vatican on October

2 1. The delegation or iginally planned to set out on supplication mission on October 14 , but , local

factor s in Italy and the consider ation for the continuing effort s to bring the partie s in the dispute to a

dialogue pr ompted the postponement of the departure .

The Desper ate Struggle and Appeal

Hospital worker s began prote st sit - in on the hill of the Myongdong Cathedral downtown Seoul following

a police r aid at the Kangnam St . Mary 's Hospital on September 11. The police raid, in which

plain - clothed police chased striking worker s all the way to the hospital's chapel, dragging them out

under the main cr ucifix , ended with the arre st of over 200 nur se s , and the imprisonment of 7 union

leader s , including Ms Kim Young - sook, chairper son of the Yoido St . Mary 's Hospital. The hospitals ,

cleared of str iking worker s , are now guarded by a permanent barricade of hundr eds of fully uniformed

riot police .

Following the police raid which swept out str iking worker s from the hospitals , the management of the

Catholic Medical Centre , to which the St . Mary 's Hospitals belong, have rejected all proposals by the

union and the KCTU, and even independent facilitator s , such as publicly renowned Catholic individuals ,

to re sume dialogue to bring the dispute to a re solution.

The KCTU, having decided to t ake charge of the current dispute , began to organise KCTU- wide

campaign.

As a par t of the campaign to achieve a

succe ss ful re solution of the dispute , the

KCTU decided to a send a delegation to

Vatican to appeal to the Pope to

intercede in the dispute .

As a step in the supplication pilgr image

to Vatican, a KCTU delegat ion, led by

Acting Pre sident Yoo Deuk - sang, on

October 10 , met with Archbishop

Giovanni B. Morandini, the Apostolic

Nuncio at the Holy See Embassy in

Korea, to appeal for his interce ssion for

amicable re solution of the dispute .

Vatican's Ambassador to Korea gave a commitment to br ing the Korean bishops or any per sons in the

Catholic Church in Korea or the management of the Catholic Medical Centre with authority to deal with



the current dispute to meet with the union to start a proce ss to bring the dispute to a re solution.

On the other hand, the Korean Health and Medical Worker s Union is set to launch a general str ike of

all it s member s on October 16 to pr es s the Catholic management to return to dialogue with a sincer e

will to bring the dispute to a re solution.

* Hosptial Worker s ' Sit - in at the Myongdong Cathedral

* Industr ial Dispute at Catholic Hospitals : "rule of law" or re spect for worker s ' r ight s (background

information)



【U RG ENT A P P EA L (1)】

Ca s e 1: S outh Kore a

S ourc e : A sia Hum an Right s Commis sion

S OU T H K OR E A : F am ily m em b ers of v ic tim s of s u s pic iou s

de ath s s t ag e s it - do w n s trik e f or 27 day s

"Even though my son who was dead mysteriously , cannot come

back to life , I never want the se tragedie s to happen again in which young people are unjustly accused

of suicide ."

"If we can reveal the tr uth about suspicious deaths , fr eezing weather will not be an obstacle to our

struggle ."

The above statement s were made by the family member s of the victims of suspicious deaths who have

been staging a sit - down strike in Seoul for the last 27 day s on the str eet in front of the office of the

Gr and National Party , the majority party in South Korea's National As sembly . Through their sit - in that

began on Oct . 10 , they hope to per suade the National As sembly to amend the Special Act to Find the

Truth on Suspicious Deaths .

Accor ding to the statute of limitations of this legislation, on Sept . 16, 200 2, the mandate of the

Pre sidential Truth Commis sion on Suspicious Deaths (PT CSD) ended. However , many case s of alleged

suspicious deaths that have been brought before the PT CSD have not been inve stigated. During the

two- year period in which the PT CSD has sought to reveal the truth about suspicious deaths that

occurred during the country 's previous authoritarian regimes , the PTCSD has received 83 petitions of

alleged suspicious deaths . However , in only 19 case s has the PTCSD stated that the vict ims were

killed by the State . In addition, the PTCSD has concluded that 30 case s are impos sible to determine

due to various limit ations , and it has rejected 33 case s .

In fact , from the beginning, the victims ' family member s and human right s organisations have been

concer ned about the PT CSD's limited power s , short mandate to investigate case s and lack of ability to

charge the perpetr ator s . Therefore , even though various pr ogre s sive groups in South Korea and in the

internat ional community have urged the Korean government to amend the Special Act to Find the Truth

on Suspicious Deaths in order to extend the mandate of the PT CSD and to str engthen it s power to

inve stigat e the accused national instit ut ions , the Korean National Assembly has not indicat ed any

willingne ss to do so. At the pre sent time , South Korea's politicians are only intere sted in the

pre sidential election that will be held at the end of this year .



Therefore , 134 non - governmental organisations (NGOs) in South Korea held a pre ss conference on

Nov. 4 in front of the office of the Grand National Party to urge the National As sembly to amend this

legislation so as to extend the mandate of the PTCSD and to str engthen the body 's power to

inve stigat e the se suspicious deaths through the appointment of special prosecutor s . Meanwhile , the

National Human Right s Commission (NHRC) of South Korea and Korean Bar Association have also

supported the se demands .

In order to create international pre ssure to amend the Special Act to Find the Truth on Suspicious

Deaths , we are again urging you to send your appeal to the pre sident and nat ional assemblymen of

South Korea. Pr esent ly , the amended legislation is now languishing in the Legislative and Judiciary

Committee of the National As sembly.

If you need more information on this is sue , please read our previous urgent appeal at

<http ://www.ahrchk.net/ ua/mainfile .php/ 200 2/ 298/>

SUGGESTED ACTION

Please send your appeal to the pre sident of South Korea, t o repre sentative s of the ruling and

opposition partie s and to member s of the Legislative and Judiciary Committ ee of the National As sembly

to urge them to amend the Special Act to Find the Truth on Suspicious Deaths as soon as pos sible .

SUGGESTED LET TER (You may use your own wor ds or use the following lett er as a sample .)

Dear

I am writing this letter to expr es s my deep concer n that the Pre sidential Truth Commis sion on

Suspicious Deaths (PTCSD) has finished it s work on Sep. 16, 2002, even though the truth of many

alleged case s of suspicious deaths has remained uncovered.

My att ention has been drawn to the work of the PT CSD, and I very much want the PT CSD to succeed

as it will become a model for other countr ies in the wor ld that have had or are st ill undergoing similar

experience s . As you know, most Asian, Africa and South Amer ican countrie s have been under a

military or developmental dict ator ship ; and as a re sult , millions of innocent people have been killed or

have disappeared through state violence . However , because official investigations have not r esulted in

the filing of charge s against the perpetrator s , the perpetrator s still continue to enjoy impunity .

Therefore , I strongly urge you to amend the Special Act to Find the Truth on Suspicious Deaths so

that the mandate of the PT CSD will be extended until the truth about the country 's suspicious deaths

have been determined. Moreover , I ask that the PT CSD have the power to inve stigate case s through



the appointment of special prosecutor s . I also urge you to enact the new law as soon as possible to

ex clude the statute of limitat ions from applying to crime s against humanity as the United Nations has

recommended.

I look forward to learning about your action on this important matter to the people of South Korea .

Thank you.

Sincerely your s ,

- - - - - - - - - - - - -

PLEASE YOUR LETTER BY FAX OR E - MAIL T O:

1. Mr . KIM Dae - jung

Pre sident of the Republic of Korea

1 Sejong - no, Jongno - ku

Seoul 110 - 820

REPUBLIC OF KOREA

Fax : + 822 770 - 0347 or 770 - 000 1

T el: + 822 770 - 00 18

E - mail: pr esident@cwd.go.kr

2. Mr . SEO Cheong - won

Repre sentative of the Gr and National Party

17 - 7 Yoido - dong, Youngdeungpo - gu

Seoul, 150 - 0 10

REPUBLIC OF KOREA

Fax : + 822 3786 - 3 110

T el: + 822 3786 - 3 10 1- 5

E - mail: webmaster @hannara.or .kr

3. Mr . HAHN Hwa - gab

Repre sentative of the New Millennium Democratic Party

Kisan Building, 15 Yoido - dong, Youngdeungpo - gu

Seoul, 150 - 0 10

REPUBLIC OF KOREA

Fax : + 822 788 - 34 28

E - mail: hahn@as sembly .go.kr

4 . Mr . HAM Suk - jae



Chairper son

Legislative and Judiciary Committee

17 - 7 Yoido - dong, Youngdeungpo - gu

Seoul, 150 - 0 10

REPUBLIC OF KOREA

T el: + 822 784 - 3863

E - mail: hsj727@assembly.go.kr

And send copie s of your let ter to the member s of Legislative and Judiciary Committee of the Korean

National Assembly ;

1. The Grant National Party (GNP)

- Mr . KIM Young - kyun: ykk0 1@asseembly .go.kr

- Mr . KIM Ki- choon: kckim@assembly .go.kr

- Mr . KIM Young - iel: http :/ / 0 1kim.pe .kr/board - list 3.php?board_kind =A05

- Mr . SHIM Kyu - cheol: shim 114@as sembly .go.kr

- Mr . WON Hee - ryong: heeryong@lycos .co.kr

- Mr . CHOI Byung - gook : bk2000@assembly .go.kr

- Ms. CHOI Yeon- hee : yhchoi@assembly.go.kr

2. The New Millennium Democratic Party (NMDP)

- Mr . HAM Seung - hee : r unj s2 1@assembly .go.kr

- Mr . SHIN Ki- nam: skn@skn.or .kr

- Mr . LEE Sang - soo: s slee @as sembly.go.kr

- Mr . CHUNG Kun - hwan: ckh2 1@assmebly .go.kr

- Mr . JOUGH Soon - hyung : shjough@as sembly.go.kr

- Mr . CHOI Young - kyu: lawyk 1@thrunet .com

3. Non - Negotiation Group

- Mr . KIM Hak - won: hakwonk@as sembly .go.kr



【U RG ENT A P P EA L (2)】
Ca s e 2 : P aki s t an
S ourc e :ASIAN HUMAN RIGHT S COMMISSION
- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -

S e v e n C h ris t ia n h um a n rig hts a nd p e a c e a c t iv is t s w e re kille d by
m ilita nt g ro up
PA KIS TA N : Ris k o f life - De n ia l o f rig ht to life a n d re lig io us
fre e d o m
- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -

The Asian Human Right s Commission (AHRC) is forwarding you the st atement

endor sed by several human right s organizations in Pakistan, r egarding the

killing of seven human r ight s , Just ice and Peace activist s on last Wedne sday in Pakistan.

The signatorie s are , Human Right s Commis sion of Pakistan, Aur at Foundation, Amnesty International,

Women's Action Forum, Forum for Peace and Development , Caritas , Church World Service , WAR, Irt eqa

Institute , PILER, Urban Re source Center , Muthidda Qaumi Movement , Pakist an People 's Party , Pakistan

T ehreek - e - Insaf, Action aid, LAHRA, and a large number of concer ned citizens .

AHRC calls for a full inquiry into the se horrible killings . However , given the situation of complete

collapse of the law and order situation in Pakist an particularly in Karachchi, it may not be realistic to

expect a credible inquiry locally .

Therefore , we call upon the UN High Commissioner for Human Right s (UNHCHR) to initiate an inquiry

into this matt er , and urge all international human right s community to send letter s of concern to the

Pre sident , Minister for Law, Justice , Human Right s and Parliamentary Affair s of Pakistan and UNHCHR.

THE STATEMENT

The Joint Action Committee for Peace (JAC) strongly condemns the grue some killing of seven staff

member s of Idara - e - Amn - o - Insaf and demands security to those who were injured in the gory

incident that took place in the office of the organization. They are the eyewitne s se s of the incident and

their life is at great risk . We urge the gover nment to fulfill it s primary re sponsibility of providing

security to it s citizens .

We believe that what happened in the office of Idara - e - Amn - o - Insaf is an act of terr or ism. It is

condemnable in all possible and str onge st way. We condemn this br ut ality and demand an immediate

arre st of terrorist s involved in it . We also demand a high level judicial inquiry into the incident so that

the real motive of the killer s can be unearthed.



In an urgently called meeting, the member s of the JAC said that such brutal incident s clear ly reflect

the hollowne s s of government 's claims with regard to providing security to it s people . They said that

the whole law and or der machinery has failed to protect ordinary citizens of Pakistan. People are left

with no other choice but to hire pr ivate security service s . We urge the government and local

authorit ies to arre st the killer s and uncover those involved in the brutal slaughtering of human right s

activist s in broad day light .

The Joint Action Committee criticize s the failure of the government in putting a check on rogue

element s who are inflicting terror on innocent civilians . The last few months have seen an

unprecedented increase in violence against human right s and minorit y right s activist s in Pakistan. This

incr ease in violence shows the inability of the pre sent government to provide security to it s citizens

par ticularly to the people of minority communitie s . It also prove s that government has failed to control

the se act s of terror .

The JAC member s are crit ical of a st atement made by federal minister for law, Khalid Ranjha in which

he said that NGOs are working against the national intere st of the countr y. They said that Mr . Ranjha

holds an extr emely r esponsible gover nment office and such 'loose talk' from him is highly irr e sponsible

and condemnable . They demanded that law minister should stop giving generalized irr esponsible

statement s against NGOs and should immediately apologize in public for his r emarks against the civil

society organizations . We urge that gover nment should pay att ention on appr ehending the terrorist

inst ead of using derogatory remarks against NGOs .

The member s of the meeting urge the government to justify utility of the pre sence of thousands of law

enforcement per sonnel in the city and the millions of rupee s being spent on them ever y month. They

are of no use as far as common people of the country are concerned, whose live s are at r isk in the

hands of insane terrorist s .

We pray for the departed souls and show our deep sympathy with the aggrieved familie s . We pledge

our commitment to continue the cause for which our colleagues got killed. This is not an act against

few individuals but it 's threat to all those who ar e working for human right s , equality and social justice .

BACKGROUND INFORMAT ION (BBC NEW REPORT ON THE INCIDENT )

Unidentified gunmen have shot dead seven people at a Christian charity in Karachi's central busine ss

distr ict , Pakistani police say . They entered the third - floor offices of the Inst itute for Peace and Justice

(IPJ) and shot their victims in the head. One other per son is in a critical condition.

All those killed were Pakistani Christ ians .

Both gunmen e scaped after the attack in the southern por t city which has seen mounting attacks this



year on We stern and Christian target s .

Police have cordoned off the 12 - storey building housing the office s . Karachi police chief, T ariq Jamil

said the vict ims had their hands tied and their mouths had been covered with tape .

The All Pakist an Minority Alliance - a grouping of minority political partie s - says it is planning three

day s of mour ning in pr ot est against the lat est attack against the Christian community .



【 Inte rn a t io n a l S o lid a rity Ca m p a ig n】
Nik e/ PT Doson

S ourc e : Nike Campaign

D ear F riends ,

P leas e f ind below s om e back g round inf orm ation and a samp le e - m ail that

can be s en t to N ik e in relat ion to the s ituation at P T D os on in

I nd ones ia, p rep ared by the N ik e watch camp aig n. W e urg e y ou to tak e

the t im e rig ht now to s end a m essag e to N ik e.

N ik e W at ch N e w s - S epte m b er 2002

In recent weeks we have received urgent reque st s for support from the 7,000 worker s at the PT

Doson factory in Indonesia. They will shortly lose their jobs when Nike , the factor y 's only customer ,

move s it order s elsewhere . Union leader s at the factory suspect that the production is being moved to

countrie s in which independent unions are illegal. Not only will worker s at PT Doson join the 40 million

other Indone sians looking for work, but at this stage it looks likely that they will mis s out on the

severance payment s which they ar e supposed to receive under Indone sian law.

Please consider taking two minutes to copy the letter at the bottom of this email and email it to Nike .

We need to str ongly send the me ssage that contracting out all production should not be a way for

companie s like Nike to wash their hands of the right s of worker s who make their product s . Of the 757

of us on the NikeWatch New s list , only four re sponded to the last let ter - writing reque st . It would be

great if we could get a much more forceful re sponse this time. Companie s like Nike know that for

every one per son who contact s them about an is sue , at least one hundred are concerned about it .

- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -
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4 . Analy sis

A lot of commentator s ar e concerned that globalisation is leading to a "race for the bottom", with poor

countrie s for ced to suppre ss worker s ' r ight s in order to compete for investment . Nike is certainly an

ex ample of a company that has shifted production in search of lower wage s and more r eliable supply .

Now it looks like it s happening again. In 1996, when Indone sia was ruled by the dictator Suharto and

the only legal union was run by the gover nment , 38 % of Nike 's sneaker s were Indone sian - made . Since

then Suharto has fallen, Indone sia has started to become more democratic , worker s have been able to

form their own unions and, this year , minimum wage s have r isen significantly . In the proce ss

Indone sia's share of Nike 's sport shoe production has fallen to 30 %, and according to the Wall Street

Journal it looks set to go as low as 26% next month, when Nike cease s ordering from the PT Doson.

Mor e than half of Nike 's sport shoe production curr ently occur s in countrie s in which worker s can be

imprisoned or sent to forced labour camps if they tr y to form independent , democratic unions . Ox fam

Community Aid Abroad r ecent ly wr ote to Nike asking whether the decision to cease order ing from PT

Doson will r e sult in more of Nike 's spor t shoe s being sourced in such countr ies . Nike 's r e sponse

avoided dir ectly answering the que stion.

Unfortunately Nike is not alone . The Wall Street Journal r eported on September 9 that the Kor ean

Chamber of Commerce in Jakarta recently warned of a large - scale emigration of Kor ean busine s se s

fr om Indone sia as a re sult of increase s in the Indone sian minimum wage . Reebok also seems to be

reducing it s pre sence in Indone sia. The Indone sian government 's draft new labour law s seem to be an

attempt to prevent this inve stment flight .

The international Nike campaign has reached an int er esting stage . Nike has been willing to support

worker s ' r ight s in part icular factor ies , such as the Mexmode factory in Mexico. The company is also

involved in the Fair Labor Association (FLA) which, while still far fr om adequat e , has taken a number

of steps toward becoming a more credible system for monitoring factory conditions . Unfortunately

Nike 's stated willingnes s to re spect worker s ' r ight s is contradicted by it s decision to sour ce so much of

it s production in countrie s where it is illegal to form independent unions . If we want the world to

become mor e democratic and we want to buy goods made in decent conditions , then we need to build a

much larger movement of consumer s and citizens who care about the se is sue s and are willing to act on

their belie fs . By participat ing in this list and re sponding to worker s ' r eque st s for letter - writ ing support ,

you are making your self part of the solution.

5. MakeTradeFair update : Disappoint ing outcome to World Summit on Social Development

After nine days of bluster , the world get s some gains on a few environmental is sue s , and on sanit ation

for the poor . But over all the outcome is feeble - a tr iumph for greed and self- intere st , a tr agedy for

poor people and the environment .

Who's to blame? Ox fam International point s the finger str aight at the world's leader s . "Most of them



lacked the gut s and will t o achieve a brave and far - r eaching agreement that might have effect ively

tackled the problems of poverty and the decaying environment . It was within their grasp," said Andrew

Hewett of Oxfam International.

For more detail see :

www.maketradefair .com/ style sheet .asp?file = 19062002 155044

6. Sample letter to Nike :

Please copy the lett er below, email it to

timc@sydney .caa.org.au. we will take care that the se letter s will r each Maria Eitel

Maria Eitel,

Vice - Pre sident for Corporat e Re sponsibility

Nike Inc .

Dear Maria ,

I am writing to bring your attention to the plight of worker s at the PT Doson factory in Indonesia. I

under stand that in October this year all 7,000 worker s fr om the factory will lose their jobs as a re sult

of Nike cutting it s order s to the factory . I under stand that although Nike is willing to provide some

support for those worker s , your company is not willing to take re sponsibility for ensuring that they

receive their full legal entitlement s .

I also under st and that Nike has so far not been willing to say whether this decision will r e sult in more

of Nike 's production moving to countrie s where worker s can be impr isoned or sent to for ced labour

camps for at tempting to as sert their r ight to form independent , democratic unions . In this context I am

par ticularly disappointed that Nike is effectively shutting down a factory where most of the worker s are

union member s .

I urge your company to change it s mind, and to continue placing order s at PT Doson. If you do not do

so, at the very least Nike should ensur e that they receive all their legal entitlement s . Nike 's decision to

contr act out all it s production should not be a means of escaping re sponsibility for making sure that

worker s ' legal right s are met , particularly in factorie s where Nike is the only buyer .

Sincerely ,



【Int ro d uct io n NGOs】

Burma Ca mpa ign Gro up in Tha ila nd

A b out A lt e rna t iv e A S EA N N e tw ork on B urm a (A L T S EA N )

The Alt er native ASEAN Network on Burma (ALTSEAN- BURMA) is a network of activist s , NGOs,

academics and politicians who support human right s , democracy and peace in Burma. All the member s

are from Southeast Asia . They maintain a contact list of people fr om out side the r egion who have an

intere st on the relat ionship between the ASEAN and Burma’

s military junta , the State Law and Or der Re stor ation Council

(SLORC) .

ALT SEAN - Burma was formed on October 30 , 1996 at the

conclusion of the Alternative ASEAN Meeting on Burma at

Chulalongkorn Univer sity , Bangkok, Thailand.

ALT SEAN - Burma continue s to be an expre ssion of the

de sir e of the people s of Southeast Asia for human right s , democracy and peace in Burma and our

communitie s .

ALT SEAN - Burma initiat es and implement s a range of activitie s to support human right s , democracy

and peace in Burma, and ultimately , in the re st of Southeast Asia. It s activitie s are mainly oriented to

campaign work, advocacy , networking and re source production. ALT SEAN - Burma is not a funding

agency .

Campaign work. ALTSEAN- Burma, in consultation and cooperation with it s member s , initiated a

regional campaign plan to pre ssure member st ate s of the ASEAN and the ASEAN Regional Forum to

facilitate positive r eforms in Burma. The campaign is aimed at achieving tripartit e dialogue between the

SLORC, the democracy movement led by Aung san Suu Kyi and ethnic nationalit y groups . Ultimately

our campaign is aimed at the re storation of democracy to burma and a ces sat ion of all human right s

violations , including an end to the oppre ssion of Burma’s ethnic and religious communitie s .

In addition to the broad regional campaign, ALT SEAN initiat es and implement s several

“mini- campaigns” including Burma Women’s Day.

Advocacy . We are committed to increasing the capacity of our member s to advocate the Burma cause

at local, national, r egional, and international levels through information disseminat ion, workshops and

other means . This advocacy also extends to informal meetings and briefing se s sions with key

organizations and individuals .

Internship programme . ALT SEAN - Burma has been running an internship progr am since March 1997.



The internship programme is aimed at increasing interact ion and under standing between activist s from

Burma and ASEAN member state s .

Re source pr oduct ion. ALT SEAN - Burma has pr oduced varied re sources to help member s in their

activitie s . The media are diver se and range fr om poster s , calendar s , and t - shirt s to books and

documentary videos .



【Pe a c e Ma k in g】

T en T hin g s Y ou Can D o

T o S top T h e W ar On Iraq

Source :Global Ex ch ang e, September 10, 2002

1. Call or Fax your US Senator s and Repre sentative s and

expre s s your opposition to an invasion of Ir aq. You can

find out the names of your Member s of Congre ss and

their contact information at www.senate .gov and

www .house .gov or call the Capitol Switchboard

800 - 839 - 5276 or 202 - 224 - 3 12 1. Ask your

repre sentat ive s to sign the 'Peace Pledge ' available at

www.unit edforpeace .org.

2 . Write a letter to the editor of your local newspaper saying why you oppose the war on Iraq. Your

letter should be fr om one to three par agraphs long. Possible point s to make include : the Administr ation

has not pre sented an adequate justification for going to war ; Ir aq doe s not pose a clear and pre sent

danger to the US; and an invasion of Ir aq would violat e international law. You can find out where to

send your letter s by looking on the letter s to the editor page of your local newspaper .

3 . Email a friend and ask them to join you in opposing the war . Send this list of things you can do to

stop the war to a friend along with a copy of Global Exchange 's Top T en Reasons Why the US Should

Not Invade Iraq, available online at www.globalexchange .org.

4 . Join the national mobilization to stop the war on Ir aq by organizing an anti- war event (a rally ,

mar ch, vigil, teach - in, or other action) in your community October 5 - 7. Make sure to list your event

on the website www.unitedforpeace .org ! . We expect there will be mor e than 200 ''No War on Iraq''

prote st s dur ing those three days .

5 . Distr ibute flyer s about why people should stop this war before it star t s . Good, heavily tr afficked

locations include bus stops , subway stations , grocery store s , college campuse s , librarie s , and chur che s ,

among other site s . For a sample flyer , go to www.unitedforpeace .org, print a pre - made high quality

window sign, or call us at 4 15 - 255 - 7296.

6. Organize a weekly vigil against the war at the US federal building in your city , at the office of a

Congr es sper son who support s the war , or at another public place .



7. Call a pr es s conference where local community leader s , r eligious leader s , veterans , politicians , and

other s can speak out against the war . Once you have

some community leader s who are willing to speak out

against the war , determine the time and location of the

pre ss confer ence , send a pr es s release to local media

outlet s , and then follow up with a phone call to tell

editor s and reporter s what you'r e doing.

8. Educate your self about Iraq and the US accusations

against Saddam Hussein so you can discus s the issue

with friends , family, and even stranger s . We won't be

able to stop this war if we can't convince people who don't agree with us to come over to our posit ion.

Website s that have good information include www.zmag.org, www.thenat ion.com,

www.commondreams .org, www.alternet .org, www.pacificnews .org and www.endthewar .org.

9 . Place a ''No War on Iraq'' banner in a prominent public place . Even if the banner is t aken down

within a few hour s , people will see it while it 's up, and they will r ealize that the opposition to this war

is growing. You can hang banner s ! from freeway overpasses and out the windows of buildings in

downtown areas . It 's easy to make a banner : just use paint or marker s on a whit e sheet .

10. Connect with the local peace group in your community . They will undoubtedly have other ideas for

how you can work to stop the war . Some peace groups that have chapter s in many cit ies and towns

include Peace Action and the American Friends Service Committee . You can also look at the event s

section on the United for Peace website , and see what groups ar e sponsoring event s in your

community . Or join Global Exchange 's moderated email list serve by sending a mes sage to

nomoreinnocentvict ims - on@globalexchange .org.


